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Reptiles in the Blanco 

A wide array of snakes, lizards, frogs, toads, and turtles can be found in the Blanco River Basin, 

including the threatened Texas horned lizard and Cagle’s map turtle. 

A Threatened Legends 

Commonly known as the “Horny Toad” the Texas horned lizard was once common throughout 

the state. In recent years its numbers have been drastically reduced by environmental 

contamination, habitat loss due to land use conversion, spread of the red fire ant and even 

collection for the pet industry
1
 

Historically found throughout the entire Guadalupe River Basin, Cagle’s Map Turtle has been all 

but extirpated, with the few remaining populations forced southward by increasing habitat loss. 

This has been due to reservoir construction, water diversion, decreased water quality, and 

increased urbanization
2
. The turtles’ once abundant habitat consists of moderately flowing 

limestone bottomed channels with available pools of varying depths. This threatened turtle also 

has been found in slower flows, 1 to 3 meters in depth
3
. 

In 2005, two Texas State University scientists, in cooperation with the Texas nature 

Conservancy, surveyed The Blanco River and found a small population of Cagle’s Map Turtles. 

Although the population observed was very low in dendity, this discovery was first grouping of 

Cagle’s Map Turtles found upstream of the confluence of the San Marcos and Guadalupe rivers 

in several decades
2
. It is assumed that the population size of the turtle is limited by alternating 

flooding of the river, coupled with periodic drought and reduced flows in summer months. 

Managing Remaining Habitat 

As human activity and a potentially changing climate continue to limit reptilian habitat range, 

increased management and protection of suitable habitat areas within the basin will become 

important. 
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